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Application 2009-2010!
  

 
Written section due date: Sunday, September 27, 2009
Email completed application to: robberbaronscomedy@gmail.com 

Audition dates: 
Wednesday, September 30, 2009
Thursday, October 1, 2009

Hi, applicant!  

Thanks for downloading this app--we hope you have fun with it!

About us:  

We're Robber Barons Sketch Comedy, Stanford's only dedicated sketch comedy group. We put on a completely original campus show at the end of every quarter and, if we're feeling particularly virile, other shows in between.  We've performed in San Francisco and in LA, and last year we won Best Film at Stanford's Campus Movie Fest.  You can learn more about it all at www.robberbaronscomedy.com/ 
Expectations:  

As we're a new, very active group, we expect our members to commit a minimum of 6 hours a week (two two hour weekly meetings on Mondays and Thursdays, plus two hours of independent sketch writing time and miscellaneous work), with more time as we get close to shows, as we film videos, or as we prep for the cool, random stuff we do.  It's work, but it's fun, challenging, and very fulfilling, we promise.

Instructions:

1. Fill out the app in Word or some other text editor. Be sure to complete all 5 sections. Don’t drive yourself crazy with this—we want you to put some effort into it, but we do not want to you to hurt yourself doing this. Remember, the written part is only part of the application—the audition carries just as much weight.
2. Save it as something that has your name in it--for example “John Doe Application HellYeah.”
3. Email it to us at robberbaronscomedy@gmail.com by 11:59 pm on Sunday, September 27, 2009.  

If we like your application, we'll email you information about auditioning for the group.  Audition dates are Wednesday, September 30th and Thursday, October 1.

 
SECTION 1: The basic info. 

Your First Name:___________________    Your Last Name: ______________________
Nickname:______________________________________________________________
Cell phone:___________________________ 

Dorm:____________________________    Room number:_______ 

Stanford email address:___________________________________________________ 

Class year:______________________         T-Shirt Size:__ 

Will you be on campus all three quarters this year? (y/n)

If no, explain:____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
Please list your major time commitments for next year, in order of priority.  We understand, especially for freshmen, that this is subject to change. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

SECTION 2: The important questions. 

1.  What acting/writing experience do you have?  Be explicit. 

2.  What other strengths do you have that could contribute to the Robber Barons?  While we are always looking for strong writing and acting talent, if you are a gifted cinematographer, can keep perfect pitch, or can animate like no one's business, this is the place to tell us. 


3.  What do you hope to get out of becoming a Robber Baron? 


  

  

  

  

Section 3: The unimportant questions. 

We want to get to know you! Please answer the following questions.

a) If you could be in a bouncy house with one person, who would it be and why? 


b) You have $100 to open a Gyro stand.  How many employees will you hire and what will your management structure be? Please reference the "Hunter Strategy".
c)  Complete the following:

_______ is tasty; ________ is delicious.

_______ is funny; _________ is hilarious.

_______ is ________; _________ is __________.

d) Please include a small photo of the most adorable thing you can find on the internet.  Bonus points for a funny caption (must be yours) or for making us swoon.


e) "It's not a party til you see some __________________________________________!"

Section 4: The audition. 
Once we've accepted your application, we will email you more information about the audition, including the time and location, as well as what to bring.  The audition will be short (no more than 45 minutes), and it should give us a good chance to get to know you better. 
Please rank the times below in order of preference (1 being the best time, 6 being the worst). 

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

__ 8:00-9:00 PM 

__ 9:00-10:00 PM 

__ 10:00-11:00 PM 

Thursday, October 1, 2009

__ 8:00-9:00 PM 

__ 9:00-10:00 PM 

__ 10:00-11:00 PM

  

If there is a reason why you absolutely can't make an audition, please list it below along with alternate times that would work. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

SECTION 5: The sketch. 

A huge part of what we do is writing, so here's the place to show your stuff.  Choose only one of the following prompts; with Option A, you can write your own sketch, and with Option B you can edit and improve a sketch that needs work.

Since both writing and editing are important parts of sketch comedy, options A and B are equally appealing to us. If you do both A and B, we will know that you have no social life and have to dock you points.
A quick note of advice before you start: in sketch comedy, brevity is fantastic. A short, hysterical sketch is much better than a long, pretty funny sketch. 
Finally, have fun! 


Option A: Write an original sketch. It can be about anything you want. It shouldn't run more than 6 minutes, with 3-5 minutes being pretty standard. 

Option B: Make the sketch on the next pages, ''Flight Attendants,'' better. It’s a sketch that we think has funny ideas and a lot of potential, but it just needs help getting there…and that is your job. Depending on what you think of the sketch, you can change as much or as little of it as you want.  You can tweak lines, change characters, pick a different setting, or even turn in a completely new script; essentially, you should do whatever it takes to make this sketch funnier.
 

FLIGHT ATTENDANTS
PHILLIP and CHRISTINE are two flight attendants. They are pushing a beverage/snack cart, serving the passengers.
CAPTAIN: This is your captain speaking.  We have reached an altitude of 3,000 feet and will now begin drink service throughout the cabin.  The fasten seat-belt sign remains on so please make sure your seat-belts are securely fastened.  Thank you.
CHRISTINE: Ice?
PHILLIP: Ice?
CHRISTINE: Ice, please.
PHILLIP (casually, then thinly veiled bitterness): Oh, I just thought you had plenty of ice. In your heart.
He puts ice in her glass.
CHRISTINE: Phillip – lets talk about this later.
Shuffle forward
BOTH: Something to drink?
PHILLIP: You said you loved me.
CHRISTINE: Phillip! Not now!
PHILLIP: I should have known it would end like this.  The way you seduced me in the storage cabin like a common prostitute.
CHRISTINE: Please! You were begging for it!
PHILLIP: Bitch.
CHRISTINE: Asshole.
PHILLIP: Slut.
CHRISTINE: Dwarf.
BOTH: Something to drink?
PHILLIP: Were you planning on telling me? I need a diet coke.
CHRISTINE: I'm sorry?
PHILLIP: It’s too late for apologies, Christine.
CHRISTINE: No, no – did you say diet?
PHILLIP: Yeah, diet. (accepting coke from her)  Just tell me, what does my brother have that I don’t?! And a vodka. (she gives him a vodka)
CHRISTINE: Phillip, please!
PHILLIP: Don't give me your lies now! What's the point?  You've already broken my heart! (he has mixed a drink and throws it back in one gulp)
CHRISTINE (shuffling forward) : Honestly, Phillip, he was willing to satisfy me in ways that you weren’t. 

PHILLIP: Is this about -
CHRISTINE: It's about oral sex, Phillip!
Pause
BOTH:  Something to drink?
Phillip drinks continuously throughout the next section
PHILLIP:  A Vodka for you?  Excellent (he takes out vodka) Cheers! (pounds it)  You know, you and my brother must have had a brutal lay-over. 
CHRISTINE:  Stop it, Phillip.  (Phillip drinks. Christine hands out soda) 
PHILLIP:  I hope the cock-pit was nice. 
CHRISTINE:  Oh, that's very clever.   Congratulations, Phillip.  (Phillip drinks)
PHILLIP:  How long did you have to wait at the baggage claim?
CHRISTINE:  What?
PHILLIP:  How long did you have to wait... at the baggage claim. 
Pause
PHILLIP:  Baggage!  Claim.  Bagage claim.  Claimancy of baggage!
CHRISTINE: Drunk before Denver, Phillip? Really?
PHILLIP (answering a difficult question):  No.
Shuffle forward.
CHRISTINE:  Something to drink?
PHILLIP (overlapping):  Something to drunk?
CHRISTINE:  One whiskey for you, sir.
PHILLIP (grabbing bottle and overlapping Christine's line):  Baggage claim!
 

(they shuffle a moment in silence)

 

PHILLIP (whispered):  You were a bad girlfriend. You never changed the coffee filters!   

Pushes cart into her.
CHRISTINE: You always left the seat up!
Pushes cart back, step forward.
PHILLIP:  You overcook pasta!
CHRISTINE:  You forgot our anniversary!
PHILLIP: You menstruate!
CAPTAIN:  This is your captain speaking: would Phillip and Christine please keep their demented personal outbreaks to a minimum.  Thank you.
Beat.
BOTH: Something to drink?
